ASU football coordinators unsure what future will hold 
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Michael Flynn’s plea to a single felony count of false statements made him the first official of the Trump White House to 
be charged so far in the criminal investigation by special counsel Robert Mueller. CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES 


Flynn admits 


lying to FBI 


Michael Flynn, the retired general who vig- 
orously campaigned at Donald Trump’s side 
and then served as his first national-security 
adviser, pleaded guilty Friday to lying to the 
FBI about reaching out to the Russians on 
Trump’s behalf and said members of the 
president’s inner circle were intimately in- 
volved with his contacts. The plea could be an 
ominous sign for a White House shadowed for 


the past year by investigations. 1B 
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Supermoon set to return 


Anne Ryman 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The years largest and brightest 
moon, the so-called supermoon, is 
scheduled to make its appearance in the 
December sky this weekend. 

Supermoons are up to 14 percent 
larger and 30 percent brighter than typ- 
ical full moons, and they happen only 
when a full moon is closest to Earth in 
its orbit. 

The supermoon officially happens 
Sunday evening. But nearly full moons 


See SUPERMOON, Page 8A 
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A Mexican gray wolf tries to elude capture inside an 
enclosure at Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge in 
New Mexico. The government has finalized a 
recovery plan for the species. TOM TINGLE/THE REPUBLIC 


A man is silhouetted against a 
December 2016 supermoon in Mesa. 
MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


Chinese Cultural Center 
construction ban lifted 


A judge has lifted a temporary construction ban on 
the Chinese Cultural Center, allowing the center’s 
new owners to move forward with removal of the 
iconic roof later this month. The ruling is a blow to 
the Chinese-American community that has tried to 
preserve the center’s cultural elements, but a win 
for the building’s new majority owner. 3A 


A protester’s sign targets Gen. Michael Flynn outside federal 
court in Washington. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


2 female 
legislators 
under fire 


State leaders accused of 
inappropriate conduct 


Dustin Gardiner 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Four female members of the Arizo- 
na Legislature are calling for two pow- 
erful women to be suspended from 
committee or party-leadership posi- 
tions after they were accused of inap- 
propriate relationships with House 
staff members. 

The lawmakers have signed a letter 
calling for Republican state Rep. 
Michelle Ugenti-Rita, chairwoman of 
the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, and Democratic Rep. Rebecca 
Rios, House minority leader, to be re- 
moved from their posts pending an in- 
vestigation of allegations against 
them. 

An outside investigator hired by the 


See LAWMAKERS, Page 6A 


More online: For the latest political 
updates, visit politics.azcentral.com. 


Ex-Ariz. priest 
goes on trial in 
1960 murder of 
Texas woman 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


EDINBURG, Texas — A prosecutor 
told a jury that he would prove an 85- 
year-old former Catholic priest mur- 
dered a southern Texas teacher and 
ex-beauty queen 57 years ago. 

The assertion came as the Hidalgo 
County jury heard opening statements 
and testimony Thursday in the trial of 
John Feit in Edinburg, Texas. He is ac- 
cused of the April 1960 beating and 
suffocation of Irene Garza, 25, whose 
body was found five days after she 


See TRIAL, Page 8A 


Last month was the warmest 
November on record in Phoenix 


Weldon B. Johnson 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Phoenix residents, you can say you 
were here when weather history was 
made in November. And if current 
trends continue, even bigger records 
could fall. 

November 2017 was officially the 
warmest November on record for 
Phoenix and there is a pretty good 
chance that 2017 will go down as the 
hottest the city has seen since records 
were kept starting in 1895. 


USDA head talks NAFTA 


Sonny Perdue, secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, met with agriculture representatives 
on Thursday in Phoenix to discuss NAFTA. 1A 
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According to some serious number- 
crunching Thursday at the National 
Weather Service office in Phoenix, there 
is a 47 percent chance that 2017 will fin- 
ish atop the Phoenix hot list. Even if De- 
cember bucks the recent trend of warm 
months, there is a 96 percent chance 
that 2017 will wind up in the top three 
warmest years and a greater than 99 
percent chance it will be in the top 10. 

And if high temperatures don’t im- 
press you, the city is also deep into a dry 
spell that just reached 100 days. There 


See NOVEMBER, Page 6A 
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